(          42          )

he had been ordered to repair for the guard of my person in my intended visit to
that capital A further supply of 50,000 Rupees was a few days after received
from the Nabob's Aumil of Illahabad.

The money was immediately distributed among all the troops in equal propor-
tions, and by satisfying their wants facilitated Major Popham's preparatives for the
commencement of active operations.

I have a pleasure in testifying that, distressed as the Sepoys had been for the
want of money, they had never manifested the least symptom of discontent. I had
frequently visited the camp, and passed the lines each time in review. Once,
and only once, I heard one or two voices of complaint, but neither clamorous
nor disrespectful.

On the llth, the Nabob Vizeer arrived at his encampment, which had been
formed on the opposite shore. I chose to make him the first visit, which was
performed on the same morning, and was returned by him on the next.

Hyder Beg, the Nabob's second minister, arrived at the same time.   He had
been deputed early to meet me at Banaris, and had arrived there about two days
after my departure from it   Instead of following me to Chunar, he had suffered
himself to be detained by Lalla Bucheraugh, the Shroff, who had promised to ac-
company him with a supply of money.   In the mean time a sudden and great
swell of the river rendered the Burna Nulla, behind which he  was encamped,
impassable.   The Rajah's people at the same time carried away all the boats; and
after a long and fruitless negociation with them for an unmolested passage, which
he did not think it prudent to attempt at the hazard of an opposition, he at length
did attempt it, and met none.   His indecision on this occasion furnished ground
for various suspicions; but I know, and had assurances from a person in my suite
who had taken refuge with him, and acquired his confidence, and on whose au-
thority I could implicitly rely, that they were wholly devoid of foundation.   I
had a pleasing and incontrovertible evidence of his fidelity soon after the conclu-
sion of our troubles, in a letter which Captain Blair picked up at Lutteefpoor, and
which I shall add to the appendix; not merely as a justification of the minister

but